Naugatuck post
cets facelift with
aid of businesses
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 NAUGATUCK — They say if
you' love your freedom, you
should thank a veteran.
Now, members of the Nau-
gatuck  Veterans of Foreign
Wars. Post 1946 on Rubber Av-

- efiie.are the ones saying thank

you to several local businesses

that have stepped up 1o help the _

post get back on its feet.

. The businesses are helping . -

the organization repair its hall

.— which suffered from vears of

water damage due tora leaky
roof: and cracked wallg: The
post:used to hold large events in
the liall to raise money, but two
vears agoe had to stop because
the hall was in such bad condi-
ton.

The post censsdered closing
-its doors because of a lack of
revente, ‘

The hall new is in better

shape than it'has been in sever-

al years, and members are com-
ing back in droves.

The post has a new roof
thanks to work donated by Gary
Brown of Browr’s' Roofing and
several other repairs done for
free by local businesses, includ-
ing the first wooden wheelchair
ramp in the post’s history. The
hall will be used for a Memorial
Day ceremony, and members
hope all the repairs will be com-
pleted by Veterans Day in No-
vember.

‘Pogt  Commander Stanley
‘Borusiewicz, who is alsoe chair-
man of the Naugatuck Veterans
Council; said the VFW closed
the hall about five years ago be-

_cause huge puddles formed in-
side during rain storms. Three
years. ago, past commanders
tore down part of the wall and
plahned to rebuild through d0~
nations..

But the post received just a -

little more than $4,000 in dona-
tions; far short of the estimated
$100,000 it needed.

So.far; local companies have

donated close to $75,000 worth

!
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Donations to Naugatuck VFW Post 1946 have totaled more than $75 000, which went toward
several renovations to the post hall, inciuding this wheelchair ramp: thatis under constmctmm ?he

post hali has been closed for five vears because of needed repalrs“ ;

of equipment and labok for jobs-

such-as new vinyl siding on the
building, a new roof, a new
parking lot, landscaping, a new -
floor, electrical work and more.

Borusiewicz said.the VFW is

locking for contractors to help

install a new heating system.
All of the work is being over-

seen by the Imagineers housing

manageinem company, whose
program management director,
Kenneth: Schultz,. i§. & veteran

- .and friend of Borusiewicz,

“This place means a lot.to the

community,” said Schultz t's

great.that companies are step-
ping up: to help in such tough
economic - times - because they
care about veterans.” .
.The commitment to the or-
ganization has caused a spike in
mernbership. '
The club now has 375 active”
members, he said, up about 90

from thls time last year,
" Borusiewicz said,

"~ “This is.a piace that offers
help to veterans wat_h any. prob--
lems they had from their serv-,
ice medically or financially,” he
said. “We help vets with their -
schooling; and.have a.place for
them to talk to somecne i they
have a need »




